
 

EQUIPMENT LIST  

  
The following list is intended to give you some guidance around how best to equip yourself to 
participate in a range of classes and activities. Costs listed below are indicative based on our 
research, however it is suggested that you shop around to find the most cost-effective option.  
  

Please read through this thoroughly and make sure you’re prepared to start work! During your first 
week we will check that you have all the essential items on the list (marked in green) – other items 
will be needed by the time you start on your first show roles in mid-November.   
  

If you have any questions or are unsure about the equipment you need, please get in touch with me 
directly.  
  

Costs listed below are indicative based on our research, however many are available cheaper than 
listed.  
  

  

 

Kit  Approx. cost  

1.  A lockable toolbox for your equipment (clearly marked with your name)  £15-£25  

 2.   Retractable steel tape measure (5 meter minimum) - must be 

high quality  

£10  

 

3.  Stanley knife or similar  £10  

 4.   Head torch  £30  

 

 5.   Podger or Quad Spanner 13/17mm x 19/21mm  £30  

 

6.  Adjustable Wrench  £20  

 7.   Multitool - Gerber/Leatherman or similar  £30  

 

mailto:a.purser@essex.ac.uk


8.  Camera (we recommend a digital SLR camera) or a non-digital camera 
with at least 800ASA film (or phone that takes decent quality photos). 
This is to record your work for portfolios and productions  

Optional cost  

Notional total cost for essential kit  £120+  

  

 

 Clothing  Approx. cost  

 1.   Sensible and comfortable working clothes - at various times you will be 

climbing up ladders and using heavy duty wood cutting equipment.  

£40  

(including 

combat 

trousers, T-shirt 

and 

sweater/fleece)  

 

 2.   Sensible footwear, including something with good grip for ladder work 

with rubber soles.  

£30-£40  

 

 3.   Safety Boots or Safety Trainers (Steel toe-cap)  £45-£60  

 

 4.   Set of black clothes for performances. You will need a pair of black 

trousers and two long sleeved black tops, (to ensure whole top is 

covered from neck down) or short sleeve with jumper) (absolutely no 

logos or other colours are allowed on these clothes and no holes, rips or 

textured decorations).  

£30-£40 

(including 

combat trousers 
and long sleeved  

T-shirt)  

 

 5.   A pair of quiet, flat black shoes for performances.  £25  

(can be the same 

as sensible 

footwear)  

 

 6.   Old clothes or overalls for painting.  £15-£20  

(for new overalls)   

Notional total cost for essential clothing   £185+  

  

    

For general equipment and consumables  Approx. cost  

1.  USB flash drive  £5  

2.  Scale ruler that must include 1:25 and 1:50 – 1 scale per edge, avoid 

multi scales on the same side (these should be the triangular variety 

but make sure they have the correct scales on them as not all do).  

£8  

3.   Basic stationery including the following items:   £20+  



     A5 small notebook  

   A4 paper (plain and lined)  

   Diary (paper or on your phone or laptop)  

   Pencil case large enough to hold the items listed below   

   Tippex or a similar type of correction fluid  

  Pencils and sharpener or preferably mechanical propelling 

with spare leads  

   Pens   

   Paper scissors and fabric scissors   

   Stapler  

   Hole puncher   

   30cm plastic ruler  

  Folders (including an A4 ring binder to hold a record of your 

work)  

   Sellotape  

   Set square / Protractor / Compass Set   

   Permanent Marker (Sharpie)  

   Plastic wallets  

   Black Clipboard (Robust)   

   Wristwatch / Stopwatch  

Notional total cost for general equipment and consumables  £33+  

  

    

  

For expenditure related to your studies  Approx. cost 

1.  We suggest you put some funds aside each year to pay for theatre trips. We 

would like you to see at least one professional production each term. Where 

students are involved in performances (related to their course) at locations 

other than East 15, where possible we will provide support with transport to 

and from the venue. However, students may, on occasions, be required to 

fund their own transport.  

£180  

Notional total cost for expenditure related to your studies  £180  

  


