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production. A copy of this recording is given to 
students. Additionally students on this course 
also have voice-over classes. At the end of the 
third term each student records a professionally 
produced voice reel.

Second Term
In the second term, students further develop 
their performance skills with improvisation and 
a more varied mixture of text-based work. The 
media classes concentrate on television and film, 
culminating in the recording of a TV drama in a 
professionally equipped multi-camera studio.

Third Term
In the third term, the course brings together 
all of the skills and ideas developed earlier. 
Students have the option of doing a practical 
performance project with a reflective portfolio or 
a written dissertation. 

The third term culminates in the production 
of various short films, which are screened at the 
graduating showcase event at a Central London 
venue in September in front of an audience 

comprising agents, 
casting directors 
and film, television 
and theatre 
directors. This 
unique showcase 
allows students to 
apply all the acting 
skills they have 
learnt in a series 
of short films that 
are shown on a 
cinema screen. 
A professionally 
edited copy of the 
showcase is given 
to the students.
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Daniel Marosif is from 
Middlesbrough
He is now studying for his MA in 
Acting for TV, Film and Radio
I was lucky enough 
to have attended one 
of East15’s excellent 
summer courses and 
knew immediately that 
this was the place where 
I wanted to come and 
study full time. It was 
a combination of the 
fabulous teaching and the wonderful campus 
which most attracted me to the School.

The reason I chose this course was that 
I have some stage training under my belt 
already, so I was attracted by the shift in 
focus to the recorded media. I would also like 
to focus the early part of my acting career in 
TV/Film in particular – so the course made 
sense professionally.

What I’m most enjoying from the course is 
the buzz of learning new skills – in particular 
in acting for the camera. It can be scary, and 
it’s that thrill which is so addictive.

It’s a really supportive environment – which 
encourages you to take risks and to push 
yourself as far as possible. I think this helps 
enormously in developing your acting skills.

As to what comes next, I’m really excited 
about a future working in television and film, 
but I would also hope to get back on stage at 
some point too.

ACTING SCHOOL

After East 15
MA Acting for TV, Film and Radio 
recent graduates have gone onto work 
in TV, film and radio and theatre.



About MA/MFA Acting (International)
This is a unique course that has been designed 
specifically for overseas students and is a 
development of East 15’s successful MA Acting 
and MA Acting for TV, Film and Radio. 

MA/MFA Acting (International) offers the 
full spectrum of acting skills, including voice, 
movement and singing, and approaches to 
rehearsal and public performances. It draws 
on existing practice but supplements this work 
with specific teaching and learning processes 
especially suitable for overseas students. 
The course focuses on advanced practical 
acting skills and also takes in the study of 
Shakespeare and other classical traditions.

The MA runs for 12 months on a full-time basis 
and the MFA for 20 months. MA and MFA students 
take the same modules in their first year. In their 
second year, MFA students work within a repertory 
company format to present a range of fully-staged 
productions in each of the three terms, followed by 
a written dissertation or practical project.

There is also a field study option for MFA 
students based at GITIS in Moscow, using the 
infrastructure already in place for the field study 
option for MFA in Theatre Directing.

Applicant information
MA/MFA Acting (International) offers regular 
classes, during the year, for English first-language 
and English second-language students. The 
English first language students (USA, Canada, 
Australia etc) will concentrate on accent/dialect 
and RP, while the second-language students will 
focus more on accent, rhythm, stress and diction.

All students will participate in public 
performances during their study. By the end of 
the course, graduates will be able to work in 
accurate English dialect and be able to perform 
sophisticated texts with confidence. 

First Term
The first term includes the module Acting 
Technique based on the Stanislavsky approach, 
which addresses the key physical and vocal skills 
for acting, enabling students who are coming 
from a variety of training traditions to identify 
and achieve the required level of preparation for 
the subsequent modules. It also allows tutors to 
make a diagnostic assessment of students’ skills 
and potential, and identify and implement any 
additional work in these core areas.

The module on Shakespeare enables students 
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MA/MFA Acting 
(International)



Razif Hashim is from Malaysia
He is studying on the MA/MFA 
Acting (International) course
I am often asked why I 
chose East 15 but, in all 
honesty, I think the right 
school will decide on you. 
The East 15 spirit collects 
a little bit of all the 
different tastes life has to 
offer and allows it to grow 
eclectically in harmony 
of a prestigious CDS drama school. 
The workforce is friendly, helpful and 
accommodating to every student’s needs. 
Even in the early stages of auditions, one 
cannot help but embrace the humble quality 
of the teachers which gives the school 
its relaxing atmosphere. Most students 
stress and testify on the effort put in by the 
teachers to mould and direct their audition 
piece to bring out the best in them. To place 
the cherry on the cake, E15 has excellent 
campus atmosphere of lush green scenery, 
fresh air and buildings with character. So I 
pose this question back to you, why would I 
decide to study elsewhere?      

What I imagined before I joined the 
course is a company of actors from around 
the world with different cultures, beliefs, 
social norms, etc working in unison to 
achieve excellence in our passion to tell 
stories. I imagined characters created 
through discussions and observations of 
an intercultural community that is hungry 
to find the meaning of the international 
performer. I find now that I’m living it 
beyond my imagination. No regrets.    

I have learnt so much in so little time. 
Having worked in the field prior to this, 
I know that the school knows how hard 
you need to be pushed and how much 
work needs to be put in to achieve quality 
work. I feel privileged to have been able to 
perform and study at Shakespeare’s Globe 
Theatre which is a staple to this course. 
Our teachers and directors take the time to 
get to know us and push us into a direction 
that is unfamiliar to us. I feel there will be 
nothing I won’t be ready for when I get back 
out into the world.
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to develop their understanding of the meaning 
and mechanics of Shakespeare’s text. It will 
introduce students to specific vocal techniques 
for the performance of Renaissance text and 
allow them to consider how a range of archaic 
and contemporary performance settings 
influence the actor’s and director’s approaches to 
Shakespeare in performance. In addition, students 
will study a range of analytical and experimental 
approaches to script that are useful to the 
actor and there will be opportunities to develop 
students’ clarity, accuracy, and expressiveness 
in speaking Renaissance text. The Shakespeare 
module normally includes a two-week workshop 
at Shakespeare’s Globe, where they have an 
opportunity to perform on the Globe stage.

Second Term
The second term includes the Character and 
Scene Study module which extends the work 
begun in Acting Technique. It uses a Realist 
approach to acting as its base, allowing students 
to pursue longer and more challenging acting 
explorations. Scene work is undertaken on scripts 
by, for example, Ibsen, Strindberg, and Realist 
texts from the last 50 years. The module extends 

and applies Realist acting 
techniques, and includes a study 
of theories and assumptions 
underlying Realism.

A module on Contemporary 
UK texts introduces students 
to key contemporary texts from 
the UK theatre, and to scripts 
from the twentieth-century that 
continue to have a place in and 
to influence contemporary UK 

theatre. It allows students to extend their vocal, 
physical, and analytical skills in the creation of 
roles that reflect a current cultural context and 
offers an opportunity to create and perform a 
complete role in the context of a fully staged play.

Third Term
Students work on a written dissertation or a 
practical project. The year usually culminates in a 
full length production in a London venue.

After East 15 
Graduates will have a comprehensive 
professional training that will enable them to 
pursue professional careers in theatre and related 
professions in an increasingly global industry.
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MA/MFA Filmmaking

 “East15’s new MA/MFA in Filmmaking 
is a fantastic initiative and a valuable 
addition to the UK’s independent 
film industry. I believe this course can 
only add to East15 Acting School’s 
exceptionally high standard of training.” 

Mark Herman (Brassed Off, Little Voice 
and The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas)
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About MA/MFA 
Filmmaking
This course is designed 
for the new generation 
of filmmakers who write, 
shoot, edit and distribute 
their films themselves 
on High Definition video. 
The relatively low cost of 
high-quality equipment 
means that it is now 
possible to shoot video 
to broadcast standard 
without the resources of a 
large production company, 
and there is a market for 
such independent material distributed through 
international festivals and the internet.

MA/MFA Filmmaking offers a comprehensive 
introduction to the language and understanding 
of film, and the international context of filmmaking 
with hands-on skills development in all the areas 
of practice essential to the role of the independent 
filmmaker. Students also acquire skills in 
production management, the business of the 
producer, and operating within the collaborative 
context which characterises this industry.

Applicant information
MA/MFA in Filmmaking is addressed primarily to a 
market of international and UK/EU-based students 
who wish to expand their knowledge of filmmaking 
or have a background (through education, 
personal/work experience or a combination of 
the two) in work relevant to the area.

First Term
The first term includes the modules Introduction 
to Film (this covers the essential skills in research 
for filmmaking, as well as knowledge and 
understanding of film techniques and vocabulary 
through analysis of specific case-studies by such 
as Kurosawa, Eisenstein, Kieslowski and Ang 
Lee) and Skills for Film Making (which introduces 
hands-on skills in camera use, lighting, sound, 
and editing, as students learn in workshops, 
studio settings and through small-group 
collaborative film-making).

Second Term
The second term includes the module Producing 
and Production Management which examines the 
role of the producer in initiating and/or managing 

M
A

/M
FA

 F
ilm

m
a

ki
ng

projects, including legal, 
contractual, and tax issues, 
as well as finding and 
managing finance, pitching 
processes and negotiating 
collaborative agreements. 
Students will learn about 
the range of methods 
of distribution open to 
independent filmmakers and 
be offered a comprehensive 
introduction (through 
seminars, case-studies and 
exercises) to the essentials 
of production management 
including personnel and crew 

issues, scheduling, budgeting, planning, site safety 
and risk assessment. 

Third Term
The third term includes the module Filmmaking 
Practice and Advanced Film Analysis which 
extends the work introduced in Skills for 
Filmmaking in the first term. Students work in 
small groups on a collaborative short film (three 
minutes), using student actors from outside the 
course and a single camera location, lighting 
techniques and sound elements. Students edit the 
final product to screening standard. 

Students then work on a written dissertation 
on some aspect of the field of independent 
filmmaking, or on a practical project. This 
practical project entails planning, shooting (in 
HD) and postproduction of a ten minute film, 
using actors or other participants from outside 
the course and a range of locations. Students are 
involved in both live and post-production sound 
(including music), plus a 5,000 word portfolio on 
the film that includes a discussion of strategies 
for its distribution. 

The Second Year
MFA students take a second year which includes 
a detailed study of the theory and practice of 
documentary filmmaking, with an option to pursue 
a documentary project outside the UK, and the 
creation of a substantial independent film from 
planning through to post-production. 

After East 15
Graduates will have a comprehensive professional 
training that will enable them to pursue a career in 
the film industry. 
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This is a unique course designed specifically 
for students who already are or wish to become 
professional theatre directors. 

MA/MFA Theatre Directing is open to students 
from around the world and students can also 
study individual modules, lasting approximately 
six weeks each. East 15 runs some modules 
overseas, most recently in Moscow, Thailand and 
Bali, involving specialist practical study in another 
cultural environment. Teaching is by a wide range 
of leading experienced directors and professional 
practitioners from the UK and overseas.

The MA runs for one year on a full-time basis 
and the MFA for 20 months. The MA/MFA is 
available part-time (maximum five years) and as 
short modules. Full-time students either take 
four modules during two consecutive semesters, 
followed by a three-month period of independent 
study at the end of which they present their 
dissertation or Director’s Workbook (MA) or take 

two modules a term during four consecutive 
semesters (MFA) followed by a written dissertation 
or practical project. Part-time students can take 
any number of modules in a given term. 

Students will have the opportunity to select 
modules from a menu offered each academic 
year, from subjects including Shakespeare, 
Contemporary British Drama, Comedy, 
Musical Theatre and Opera, Commedia 
dell’Arte, Physical Theatre, Brecht, Techniques 
of Adaptation, Improvisation and Devising 
Techniques, Collaboration with Designers, 
International Workshop Exchange, Attachment 
(Assistant Director), The Artistic Director and 
Directing for Camera.

Overseas modules in Bali and Thailand 
include: World Theatre and Theatre of the East. In 
Moscow, at the GITIS Institute, modules include: 
Stanislavskian Acting Methodology and Meyerhold 
and Biomechanics.

MA/MFA Theatre Directing
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Michael Nickerson is from the USA
MFA Theatre Directing

I’m originally from Little 
Rock, Arkansas in the US. 
After graduating from a 
University back home I 
found myself desperately 
trying to find direction 
in my life. That search 
led me to the East 15 
website and eventually 

on this fantastic ride. The unique and exciting 
thing about this course is the fact that you are 
exposed to people, places and ideas from all 
over the world. I never in my wildest dreams 
thought I might be spending a month studying 
theatre in Moscow!  

This course feels like it is tailor-made 
for each student. You have modules that 
span everything from Music Theatre to 
Contemporary Irish and British Theatre, to 

Shakespeare and beyond. In each module 
you get the opportunity to work with a 
wide range of actors; East 15 students 
on the acting courses and professionals, 
representing a broad cross section of both 
new and established talent. You also get 
exposed to the top people in the theatre 
industry that you simply wouldn’t find 
anywhere else, such as Maria Friedman, Sam 
West, Michael Frayn, Tom Morris, David Farr, 
Fiona Shaw, and the list goes on and on. 

The other great thing about East 15 
is the community atmosphere that is 
developed here. Everyone knows who you 
are and what your interests are. There are 
continuous opportunities to assistant direct 
either within the walls of the School, or with 
directors working in the industry today. 
The time I’ve spent here will definitely be 
counted as the best years of my life! An 
experience not to be missed.

Applicant information
MA/MFA Theatre Directing is open to applicants 
with a background in theatre directing or related 
fields and is specifically tailored to students 
seeking professional development in this area. It 
allows both intensive full-time study and part-time 
study with periods away for professional work. 

The Second Year
MFA students take a second year in which they 
undertake a further selection of four modules and 
produce a written dissertation or practical directing 
project at one of East 15’s theatre spaces or a 
London theatre.

After East 15
Graduating students will direct 
professionally, function as artistic directors 
or teach directing in universities and 
conservatoires across the world.

“The wonderful thing 
about East 15 is that you 
are working so closely with 
actors. Directors working with 
actors is quite marvellous.” 

Sir Ben Kingsley CBE

Sir Peter Hall with 

MA/MFA Theatre 

Directing students 
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Applying to East 15 
as a postgraduate
All postgraduate applicants to East 15 must 
demonstrate their suitability for entry. 

Postgraduate applicants are assessed on 
their experience (both academic and practical) 
and potential for success. Whilst there is no 
minimum age limit, it would be highly unlikely that 
someone under the age of 21 will have gained 
the requisite academic qualifications required for 
entry. There is no upper age limit for applications, 
although applicants who do not hold academic 
qualifications equivalent to the entry requirements 
will need to provide evidence of their suitability 
to undertake postgraduate study (for example, 
completion of an Access course, Open University 
qualification or relevant work-based experience).

All applicants for East 15’s postgraduate 
courses (apart from MA/MFA Filmmaking and 
MA/MFA Theatre Directing) will be expected to 
undertake a successful audition.

Postgraduate entry requirements
MA Acting, MA Acting for TV, Film and Radio 

and MA/MFA Acting (International) require 
a successful audition or video audition, plus a 
first degree of upper second class standard or 
equivalent or suitable previous experience.

MA/MFA Film Making and MA/MFA Theatre 
Directing require a successful written 
application, plus a first degree of upper second 
class standard or equivalent or suitable 
previous life experience. A portfolio of work 
may, optionally, be submitted with the written 
application. Candidates may also be invited for 
interview but most applications will be decided 
on the basis of the written application.

English language
Due to the challenging nature of East 15’s 
programmes, students are expected to have a high 
standard of English. This is assessed at audition 
for Acting applicants and by telephone interview 
for Directing and Filmmaking applicants.

Your postgraduate application
All students must complete an East 15 application 
form. This can be obtained by writing directly to 
East 15 or can be downloaded from East 15’s 
website at: www.east15.ac.uk

Following receipt of the completed application 
form, plus two confidential references and 
a non-refundable £40 audition fee for all 
acting courses (or a video/DVD audition tape 
from international students) applicants will 
be notified of their audition date. MA/MFA 
Filmmaking and MA/MFA Theatre Directing 
applicants must include a CV and/or additional 
media with their application forms.
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Postgraduate auditions

MA Acting, MA Acting for TV, Film and Radio 
and MA/MFA Acting (International)

Auditions are required for all students 
undertaking degree or certificate schemes that 
involve acting. 

Auditions and interviews take place at the 
Loughton Campus. The auditions run from 
December through to June.

International applicants may submit a video 
audition if they cannot attend an audition in the 
UK. Occasionally, depending on the availability 
of East 15 staff, they may be auditioned in their 
home country. 

The audition consists of a series of workshops 
as well as presentation of audition speeches and 
a prepared song. Applicants will generally receive 
feedback and suggestions during the audition. The 
East 15 audition process is very thorough and has 
been commended for the opportunity it provides 
for applicants to demonstrate their full potential. 
East 15 offers an audition lasting up to six hours, 
including opportunities to ask questions and 
engage with staff and current students.

For audition purposes each candidate must 
perform three contrasting short speeches: 
•	 �One speech from a Shakespearean or 

Jacobean play 
• 	 �One serious speech from a twentieth 

century play
•	 �One contrasting speech from a 

contemporary (post 1980) play
Speeches should not exceed two minutes each 

and applicants should also prepare a short song, 
as well as bring sheet music (in the correct key) for 
use by the accompanist.

International applicants who are submitting 
a video audition will need to read the notes for 
video auditions which are attached to the East 15 
application form.

MA/MFA Filmmaking and MA/
MFA Theatre Directing
Applicants will be assessed on the basis 
of their written application, although they 
may be called for interview or given a 
telephone interview.
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Summer courses
East 15’s Summer Courses at the Loughton 
and Southend Campuses are aimed at student 
actors (aged 17 and upwards), teachers and 
experienced amateurs wishing to extend their 
talents and explore new ways of approaching 
characterisation using the methodology of the 
School’s full-time programmes. 

University credits are available for all courses 
and a good level and understanding of English 
language is required to fully appreciate and enjoy 
the course. All courses run Monday to Friday but 
for the most up-to-date information (including 
dates and a booking form) please visit the East 15 
website at: www.east15.ac.uk

As a guide, here are some of the Summer 
Courses that East 15 generally runs;

Introduction to Acting (one week)
This one-week foundation course is for 
people of ages 17 and upwards who want an 
introduction to the various techniques of acting, 
voice and movement training.

Introduction to Acting (three weeks)
This three-week foundation course is for 
those who want a more in-depth introduction 
to the various techniques of acting, voice 
and movement training, which are part 
of the programme in professional drama 
schools. Students will work on themes and 
explore a variety of ways of approaching 
text, character-creation, rehearsal and 
performance.
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Introduction to Acting on Camera 
This intensive practical one-week course is for 
those who already have some experience in 
acting and wish to broaden their skills on camera. 
Students will have the opportunity to develop 
existing skills and learn how to adapt them to film 
and television. The course also covers audition 
techniques, sight-reading, what to expect on set 
and the opportunity to film short scenes.

Audition Technique
This one-week course is intended to help 
students understand the audition process and 
how to present themselves effectively. Bring 
speeches and songs and we’ll help you to 
improve them or we might tell you to scrap 
them and give you new ideas!

Acting for Opera
This one-week course has been created in 
response to demand from both student and 
professional singers who have participated in 
projects at East 15. The training focuses in detail 
on character, text and speaking dialogue – areas 
in which there is often insufficient time to focus 
during most opera programmes. This course 
offers singers aiming for stage careers in opera the 
confidence to speak text fluently and naturally and 
to help make assertive choices about motivation 
and physicality.

Acting and Performing Shakespeare
This week-long course, taught by experienced 
Shakespearean practitioners, offers students 
the opportunity to speak and understand 
Shakespeare’s verse and play his characters 
with confidence and proficiency. Using a 
mixture of exercises, short-cuts and vocal clues, 
students will be able to perform with truth, 
contemporaneousness and enjoyment.

Circus Skills 
This intensive five-day course concentrates on 
aerial techniques and creative application. By the 
end of the week, students will have experienced 
and learnt the basics of: corde lisse, trapeze, 
silks and cocoon. The workshop is for beginners 
or students with some experience who ideally 
should be fit and in good health.

Physical Theatre 
This intensive five-day course is aimed at 
students interested in physical theatre or 
teachers of drama looking for new ways of 
integrating movement into their classes and 
rehearsals. Participants will be introduced to 
a range of techniques, based on the work of 
Laban, Grotowski, and Lecoq amongst others.

Stage Combat
Students learn armed and unarmed combat 
techniques with a professional fight teacher, 
creating a short choreographed dramatic 
fight sequence leading to a foundation level 
examination with the British Academy of Dramatic 
Combat. All weapons are provided for this one-
week course.

Theatre Directing 
This one-week course will explore text, actor-
director relationships, planning a production, 
researching and methods of rehearsal. Practical 
sessions will examine everything from selecting 
and approaching the text to working with actors 
and technicians. You will also have a chance to 
speak with professional theatre directors about 
their experiences. 

Twenty-first Century Theatre
This challenging three-week course will look 
at contemporary ideas of acting as applied to 
contemporary British, American and European 
play texts. Students will be expected to 
be able to respond to the emotional and 
intellectual challenges offered by this course, 
thus it is not suitable for students without 
much prior experience. 

In addition, East 15 offers Sunday workshops, as 
well as further Easter and Summer Courses, for 
younger people aged below 16. 

For more information, please visit the 
website at: www.east15.ac.uk



Ea
st

 1
5 

P
ro

sp
e

c
tu

s 
20

10

54

Money matters
Tuition fees and costs for 
undergraduates
The following tuition fees for undergraduate 
programmes at East 15 are per year and are 
based on 2009 entry costs (so will increase for 
2010 entry):
£3,225 (Home/EU students) 
£9,750 (overseas students) 
East 15 has an additional £300 annual Learning 
Resource Fee to provide for some theatre visits, 
materials (such as costume hire or specialist 
production equipment) and other expenses 
related to the training of acting and stage 
professionals. This has to be paid at registration, 
unless already paid. 

Applicants will need to ensure that they obtain 
appropriate financial support to cover the costs 
of their studies. Students accepted onto East 
15 programmes must cover tuition fee costs, 
annual support fee and living expenses, such as 
accommodation.

Funding for undergraduate 
home students
Undergraduate home students should apply for 
financial support via Student Finance England. See 
the DirectGov website for more details.

Undergraduate home students should look into 
the following funding opportunities:

Student Loan for Tuition Fees – Home and 
EU students are eligible to apply for a student loan 
from the Student Loans Company to cover the 
full cost of their tuition fees. Students who have 
borrowed money from the Student Loans Company 
to cover tuition fees and/or maintenance loans will 
be expected to repay their debts after completion 
of their degree. Repayments will commence in 
the April after the student completes their degree 
and only if the student is earning a minimum of 
£15,000 a year or equivalent. Those earning less 
than £15,000 will not have to repay any money 
from their loan. Repayments are linked to earnings 
so, for every £100 you earn over £15,000, you will 
repay £9. A student earning £18,000 a year would 
therefore repay £5.19 a week. Repayments are 
collected by the Inland Revenue, at source, using 
tax codes. Please note: there is a maximum period 
of 25 years, after the completion of your studies, in 
which your student loan debts for tuition fees and 
living costs will be collected. If you still have debts 
after this time then they will be written off. 

Student Loan for Maintenance – Home 
students on a full-time undergraduate degree 
at East 15 are eligible to apply for a student 

loan to help cover living costs. 72% of the loan 
is non-means tested and is available to all, 
28% is means-tested and awarded depending 
on the level of household income. The loan is 
paid in three termly instalments and, in 2009-
10, the maximum loan available is £6,928 per 
year plus extra weeks’ allowance (this amount 
is reduced if you are living with your parents). 
Please note: students on the second year of 
their Foundation degree or the final year of 
their BA/BA top-up year receive a reduced, 
final-year rate of loan as the government view 
their degrees as having a June completion 
date. Students who receive the final year 
rate will, however, be eligible to apply for Job 
Seekers Allowance, Income Support and 
Housing Benefit over the summer period after 
completion of their programme. 

Maintenance Grant – Home students who 
have a residual household income of less than 
£50,020 are likely to qualify for a means-tested, 
non-repayable grant to help cover degree 
expenses and living costs. The grant is paid in 
three termly instalments along with any Student 
Loan for Maintenance and, in 2009, the maximum 
grant is £2,906 a year for students whose family 
income is under £25,000 per annum. Please 
note: for students who may be eligible to receive 
means-tested welfare benefits, this grant may 
be classified as a Special Support Grant instead, 
which does not count as income for welfare 
benefits purposes. 

University of Essex Bursary – Home students 
who receive a Maintenance Grant will also be 
eligible for a University of Essex Bursary. The 
bursary is paid in two instalments, one in the 
second term and one in the final term. Please note: 
Students and sponsors must agree, in section 13 
of the Student Loan application form, to share their 
financial details with the University in order to be 
assessed for the Bursary. 

Access to Learning Fund – Student Support 
at the University of Essex administers the Access 
to Learning Fund for students in financial hardship. 

Disabled Students Allowance (DSA) – DSA is 
a non-repayable grant to provide assistance with 
specialist equipment, materials and course costs 
to support students with disabilities. Students 
who have a disability should liaise with Student 
Support at the University of Essex in order to apply 
for funding, ideally in advance of completing their 
study at East 15. Applicants who declare their 
disability on their UCAS application form will be 
contacted by Student Support. 
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Funding for undergraduate 
overseas students
Students who are not UK or EU nationals may be 
entitled to support from their home government.

In addition, students may qualify for a 
range of bursaries or scholarships, although 
application for this support will be on the 
initiative of the applicant by accessing the 
University website.

The British Council website has an international 
students’ scholarship and bursary search engine.

The University’s programmes at East 15 are 
recognised by the US Department of Education. 
Students applying for federal loans should use the 
code of 00868700 on their loan application form.

Tuition fees and costs 
for postgraduates
The following tuition fees for postgraduate 
programmes at East 15 are based on 2009 entry 
costs (so will increase for 2010 entry):
•	 MA Acting £10,250 (UK/EU students) and 
£11,990 (overseas students) 
•	 MA Acting for TV, Film and Radio £10,250 
(UK/EU students) and £11,990 (overseas students) 
•	 MA Acting (International) £8,500 (UK/EU 
students) and £9,900 (overseas students) 
•	 MFA Acting (International) Year One £7,500 
(UK/EU students) £8,250 (overseas students) 
Year Two (including Dissertation Project) £8,500 
(UK/EU students) £9,750 (overseas students)
•	 MA Filmmaking £8,500 (UK/EU students) 
£9,990 (overseas students)
•	 MFA Filmmaking Year One £7,500 (UK/EU 
students) £8,250 (overseas students) Year Two 
(including Dissertation Project) £8,500 (UK/EU 
students) £9,750 (overseas students)
•	 MA Theatre Directing £8,500 (Home/EU 
students) and £9,990 (overseas students) 
•	 MFA Theatre Directing Year One £7,500 (UK/
EU students) £8,250 (overseas students) Year Two 
(including Project) £8,500 (UK/EU students) and 
£9,750 (overseas students) 

An additional annual Learning Resource Fee of 
£300 is payable in respect of materials, services 
and other professional expenses. This has to be 
paid at registration, unless already paid.

Applicants will need to ensure that they 
obtain appropriate financial support to cover 
the costs of their studies. Students accepted 
onto East 15 programmes must cover tuition fee 
costs, annual support fee and living expenses, 
such as accommodation.
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Funding for postgraduate  
home students
Applicants may be able to obtain 
assistance from charities and trusts or 
from government organisation like the 
Arts and Humanities Research Council or 
secure a career development loan which is 
available from UK Barclays, Co-operative 
Bank and the Royal Bank of Scotland. 
A comprehensive list of other potential 
sources of funding is also available on the 
Support4Learning website

New postgraduate students who 
have accepted a place at East 15 will 
automatically be sent details of the following 
scholarships and bursaries with their 
application form:

University of Essex 
Postgraduate Scholarships 
•	 The Howard Lloyd Lewis Scholarship 
(£500 to £1,000 per year) 
•	 The Elliott Bursary (£250 per year) 
•	 The Dikesta Scholarship (£200 to £400 
per year) 
•	 The Stanley Picker Foundation Bursaries 
(£500 to £1,500 per year) 
•	 East 15 Acting School Scholarships (£500 
to £1,000 per year) 
•	 The Declan Mulholland Bursary (£500) 
•	 The Paddy Stern Bursary (£500) 
•	 The 1968 Bursary (£500) 
Access to Learning Fund – Student Support 
at the University of Essex administers the 
Access to Learning Fund for students in 
financial hardship. 

Funding for postgraduate 
overseas students
International postgraduates may be eligible 
to funding from either the British Council or 
from their home government. In particular, MA 
Acting and MA Acting for TV, Film and Radio are 
accredited by the National Council for Drama 
Training (NCDT) so some applicants may find this 
professional qualification entitles them to support 
from their national government.

The University’s programmes at East 15 
are recognised by the US Department of 
Education. Students applying for federal loans 
should use the code of 00868700 on their loan 
application form.
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East 15 Acting School became part of the 
University of Essex on 1 September 2000. 
Subsequently, students at East 15 have also 
become University of Essex students and 
receive University of Essex degrees. 

The University of Essex is one of the UK’s 
leading academic institutions, rated ninth nationally 
for research excellence, with an international 
reputation for the quality of its teaching.

Established in 1964, the University’s Colchester 
Campus is situated in an attractive 200-acre 
parkland estate on the outskirts of Britain’s oldest 
recorded town, Colchester. Trains from Colchester 
to central London take just 45 minutes and there 
is easy access to coast and countryside, including 
the area of outstanding natural beauty known as 
“Constable Country” after the famous landscape 
artist, John Constable.

The University also has a new Southend 
Campus in the heart of Southend-on-Sea, 
which is situated in south Essex. This state-
of-the-art campus, on the High Street and 
adjacent to the train station where journey 
times to London are just 50 minutes, is home 
to students on some East 15 courses and 
to students studying within the University’s 
School of Entrepreneurship and Business.

The University has a student population of 
over 8,000 full-time students, split between 
social sciences, science and engineering, law and 
humanities, with a particularly large postgraduate 
population. Essex is also one of the UK’s most 
international universities, with students from more 
than 130 countries represented.

For more information on the University of Essex, 
please contact:
Admissions Office
University of Essex
Wivenhoe Park
Colchester CO4 3SQ
UK

Telephone: 	+44 (0)1206 873666

E-mail: 	 admit@essex.ac.uk
Website: 	 www.essex.ac.uk
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